Dear Wildcat Families,

As we approach the end of the first trimester, we hope this email finds you pleased with your experiences at White Hill.  The staff here continues to work hard to meet all of our kids’ academic and social needs but we can’t do it without your involvement and support.  Please keep us informed of how things are going for your child and don’t hesitate to ask for our assistance if you need it.  Middle school children are addressing lots of important and complex issues all at one time so staying in close contact with you, when necessary, is vital to our success.

Important Information
Some parents have understandably inquired about our policy regarding weapons or weapon-like items at school and/or on our school-sponsored buses.  To clear up any misunderstanding, we would like to take a moment to explain how incidents involving these items are addressed.  This information will be paraphrased in bullet point format in hopes of being able to explain it clearly.

 

-Each incident is addressed based upon the information we have on the situation, the weapon or weapon-like item, and the student(s) involved.  While we fully intend to treat each incident very seriously, there are many factors that go into how the incidents are resolved.  There are also Education Codes and Penal Codes associated with incidents involving these items.  In all cases, we follow the Education Codes as directed and ask the police to handle any Penal Code violations.  

- One of the things Jason and I, and all our staff do is to recognize that middle school students, like all people, make mistakes. Our job as educators is, first and foremost, to make sure our school environment is safe, and to create an effective learning environment, to teach. Part of teaching is making sure that our kids learn valuable lessons from the mistakes they make and that consequences are intended not simply to be punitive, but, more importantly, at modifying disruptive behaviors, and helping the kids involved make better decisions in the future. 

 

-Students with multiple violations or referrals to the school office are often dealt with differently than a child who has never been in trouble at school.  Each incident has to be addressed based on multiple factors, not just if a weapon or weapon-like item was at school or on a school bus.

 

-WH does not automatically expel a student in possession of a weapon or weapon-like item at school or on a school bus.  For instance, if a child has a knife in his/her backpack at school and has shown no intention of using it, Education Code allows for suspension or the recommendation of expulsion.  RVSD’s typical response has been suspension unless there is evidence of some planned use of the knife.  

 

-You can be assured that if a student were to bring a gun to school or had shown any intent to use, harass or threaten with any weapon they would be referred for immediate expulsion from White Hill.

 

-In all cases involving weapons or weapon-like items, we immediately contact the Fairfax Police Department and they conduct an investigation into the details of what has taken place.  We know many of the police officers in the department and have a great working relationship with them.

 

- We appreciate your understanding of the Education Code requirements regarding confidentiality and also of the trust you place in us, every day, not only to educate your children, but to provide a safe and nurturing environment

The Latest at White Hill

Halloween Party Recap – If you haven’t heard by now, you have been extremely busy or totally out to lunch – the Halloween Party/Dance at White Hill on October 30th was an immense success!  We had over 400 students on hand with strong representation from every grade level.  The music was super, the dancing was non-stop, the food was tasty, and the Jamba Juice sold out as expected.  Oh, and how about the decorations?  The gym was completely transformed into space fit for a Halloween bash.  Big thanks go  

Garth Neil for coordinating the entire event and to Lester Ng for taking tons of photos (which we will make available on a computer in the library starting next week.)  We also want to thank the over 50 volunteers who helped set up, clean up, bring food, buy beverages, chaperone, etc.  We couldn’t have done it without you!

Budget Advisory Committee – White Hill is in need of five parent representatives for the RVSD’s Budget Advisory Committee.  This committee reports directly to the district Superintendent and Board of Trustees and its purpose is to provide input to the district leadership re: budget priorities for the coming school year.  The budget advisory committee is made up of parents, teachers, administrators, classified representatives, and board of trustee’s members and meets 1-2 times per month from 4:00 – 5:15 PM on a Thursday.  The finalized meeting schedule should be forthcoming soon.  Please email David at dfinnane@rossvalleyschools.org if you would be willing to sit in on this committee.  We have important decisions to make in the coming months and your input is important.  Thank you.

WH Sports News – All students interested in playing on one of White Hill’s competitive basketball teams are invited to attend tryouts next week 11/16 – 20. Each grade level will field one team; girls’ tryouts will be at 3:30-4:30 and boys’ from 4:30 – 5:30. 

6th graders: Monday, 11/16

7th graders: Tuesday, 11/17

8th graders: Thursday, 11/19

 

Our girls’ volleyball teams are wrapping up their very successful seasons. Currently, all the teams are in first place at their grade levels, and the 7th and 8th grade teams remain undefeated! Also, all students may continue to attend the Wednesday Volleyball Club, after school at 2:30-4:00. 

 

Another successful cross country season ended with the October 22nd Championships. Our special thanks go out to coaches Robyn Berry, Renee Johnson, Dave Schmitz, and Steve Derr. With their time, support and energetic organization all our students had a memorable time, and several of our runners set course records and ran at the front of the pack at each meet. 

 

  

White Hill Food Drive – The White Hill Student Council kicked off its annual FOOD DRIVE on Nov. 9th.  Students are collecting nourishing non-perishable food items to be taken to the FOOD BANK in San Rafael.  Students are trying to collect over two thousand cans to outdo our past donations. There are so many who count on the school communities to help in tough times and this is one way we can help,  The items most needed: Hearty stews, soups, veggies, fruit, chili with and without meat, beans (no garbanzos, please), tuna, canned meat, peanut butter, nutritious cereals, grains, spaghetti sauce, and any other nourishing, non-perishable food item.  The drive ends on Friday, Nov. 20. Students will help with the delivery of the food.  Other philanthropic plans students have discussed are a WARM THINGS DRIVE, A PEANUT BUTTER AND TUNA DRIVE IN THE SPRING, TOILETRIES DRIVE, PLUS MORE.  Stay tuned for more information on the next philanthropic activity.  Thank you for your support. We truly appreciate it!
High School Musical Theater Performances – Ticket sales are now open for the 7th/8th grade High School Musical performance on December 4, 5, & 6. Please use the attached order form or go to www.yestheater.org  and download a form online.  We would love to see you all support our middle school theater program.  It’s a healthy night out for kids and adults alike!

Peer Summit – College of Marin – Over 50 White 7th and 8th graders spent today at the College of Marin learning about leadership, responsibility, and how they can make a difference in their lives and the lives of others.  Special thanks go to Michele Pelton, our school counselor, for organizing this event.  We are always looking for ways at WH to involve our students in opportunities that promote individual and group responsibility.

Math Peer Tutoring Begins – Our math tutoring program kicked off with a bang yesterday.  With dozens of students working hand in hand throughout campus, one might wonder just how much math was being discussed.  Having witnessed the tutoring sessions first hand, we can say with confidence that most of the interactions were meaningful and productive.  Thanks to our math team for working together to create this worthwhile program.

H1N1 Vaccinations –  Attached is important information regarding free H1N1 Vaccination Clinics scheduled throughout Marin County.  The first clinic is scheduled for this Saturday, November 14, 2009 in San Rafael.  Please refer to the attached flyers for specifics and for more information on the H1N1 Vaccination Clinics and transportation to the clinics.

Help Manor Help Others - Manor School is participating in a One Warm Coat Drive and your support of their efforts would be much appreciated.   Please see the attached memo from Manor School.

MCOE Board Vacancy – Please see the attached flyer regarding an opening on the Marin County Office of Education Board.

We hope to see you tomorrow at Manor’s Winter Faire Festival.  This is a can’t miss event for families with school aged children – please plan to get out to Manor to support their PTA and have some fun in the snow.

Go Wildcats!

David Finnane                                                                           Jason Richardson

Principal                                                                                   Assistant Principal

dfinnane@rossvalleyschools.org                                               jrichardson@rossvalleyschools.org                                                        

