Dear Wildcat Families,

Things are really cooking at White Hill right now – please stay tuned to the Wrap and the school newsletter along with your teachers’ websites so you stay well informed.  

Important Information – Please Note:

Pregnant Students at White Hill? – It’s come to our attention through some parent/community emails and phone calls and the typical school gossiping that people are hearing that two girls at White Hill are pregnant.  We want to take this opportunity to make two points.  First, we believe the rumors to be false and there is no indication that any of our students are pregnant.  Second, and as important, we want to ask everyone in our school community – adults and kids alike - to avoid the temptation to participate in conversations that seem to be based on nothing more than gossip.  In addition to these conversations being unfair, they are also hurtful for those kids and families whose names may be connected to the rumors. Thank you for joining us in rising above these conversations and focusing on other things in our lives.

Kids on Facebook? – We can’t urge you enough to keep a close eye on your kid’s interaction on Facebook, via email, in chat rooms, etc.  If you choose to allow your child to use the computer in this fashion, at minimum you should have complete access to their accounts and regularly be monitoring how they are communicating and with whom they are communicating.  We are suggesting you stay this closely involved with your child’s use of the computer because communication on kid’s “walls” and otherwise happens quickly and often in an irresponsible manner.  It’s important to give your child independence as he/she grows up but our experience is that the computer and internet can be potentially hurtful and harmful instruments.  Please have your kids use them wisely.  

Here’s a snapshot of what’s happening in Wildcat Country:

San Anselmo Parade – we need your help and we need it big time!  White Hill Middle School will have a “float” in this year’s San Anselmo town parade and we need as many White Hill students as possible to join us on the route.  Pete Santucci and his amazing African drummers will lead us down San Anselmo Avenue and will be joined by our Wildcat mascot.  We have 5,000 brand new White Hill Wildcat stickers to hand out to all the kids along the parade route and we need tons of White Hill students (dressed in their White Hill T-Shirts) to help us spread Wildcat Pride throughout our community.  Please get your child and their friends to the corner of Mariposa and San Anselmo Avenue next Sunday, October 4th at 10:30 AM.  The parade starts at 11:00 sharp and we are #5 in line so we need to be fully assembled and ready to roll at 10:45.  Mr. Finnane and Mr. Richardson will walk with the drummers and kids throughout the parade so you can drop them off at Mariposa and pick them up down by the fire station on San Anselmo Avenue or you can join us for the parade (your child will love that!).  We’ll likely reach the fire station around 11:45 AM.  Please support us next Sunday!  No need to RSVP – just show up!

Michael Pritchard Assembly – a big thanks to all of you for supporting the Yes Foundation as our assembly this week was a smashing success for kids, parents, and staff alike.  We intend to keep the spirit of Michael’s message alive throughout the year with classroom prompts and discussions on how we can appreciate each other’s differences and truly have a caring school community.  

White Hill’s API – We hope you noted White Hill’s dramatic rise in our API score that was released last week.  White Hill now has an API index of 900 which ranks among the top of all middle schools throughout California.  While this measure is test score-related and certainly not the only way by which our school should be measured, it is one measure and the staff here deserve kudos for a job well done.  We intend to use this favorable momentum to continue to improve our practices school wide.  Great job White Hill!

New White Hill Math Program – Math Enrichment! – Please see the attached flyer regarding White Hill’s new Math Enrichment program that will begin next week.  Students who participate in the math enrichment program will be prepared to participate in the Math League Contest in the Spring of 2010.  Thanks to our math teachers for supporting this creative program.

Spelling and Geography Bees – White Hill is once again participating in the County Spelling and Geography Bee contests.  The 6th grade spelling bee was held in the first weeks of school and we want to congratulate all those students who participated.  Win or lose, we hope these competitions are a great experience for all.  The 6th graders who are moving on to the next round are Elijah Armstrong, Kanya Hart, Annabel Vernon, and Lina Kim.  The 7/8th grade spelling bee informational meeting will take place at lunch on 10/6 with the first bee occurring on 11/5.  Information will be forthcoming to kids via the school bulletin and we will also keep you posted through the Wrap.  Stay tuned for more information on the Geography Bee.  Thanks for Mo Noyer and Nicole Stuart for leading up the efforts for these Bees.

HSM2 - Hello, Sixth Graders:  Don't miss out on your only chance to perform in a YES Theater production with just your fellow sixth graders!  Speaking of guys, we REALLY need you in order to make this show a success.  This is a great opportunity to try something different, to gain confidence, learn lots of new skills, and have a ton of fun in the process. There is still time to sign up. Forms are in the office. Join the High School Musical Production today!

Walk and Bike to School Day – October 7th – Please join us for walk and bike to school day on October 7th.  Teachers, Mr. Finnane, and Mr. Richardson, along with lots of parents and friends will celebrate this day by walking and biking to school.  Can you help escort kids via bike?  If so, contact Lou Goodwin at louiegoodwin@comcast.net 

That’s it for this week.  Have a terrific weekend.  Mr. Richardson has adopted the Badgers as his new favorite college team and is calling it Wisconsin 24 – Michigan State 21.
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