Dear Families,

Another week has just about passed and if you managed to make it out to White Hill this week you would have seen lots of activity taking place with each grade level.  The 6th graders participated in the annual Bones and Stones Day, 7th graders were involved in a Roman Trade Fair, and our 8th graders were busy portraying the life and times of Tom Sawyer.  Kudos to our teachers and students for their efforts before and during these hands-on activities.  You could feel the enthusiasm throughout campus as the students and teachers were moving from one activity to another.  We also want to note the direct connection that many of our 6th grade students made when they opened the newspaper this morning and read about “Ardi”, the female skeleton that is reportedly a million years older than bones of “Lucy”, the female figure that has been considered the earliest fossil connected to humankind.  In addition to lots of clipped out articles showing up in our 6th grade classrooms today, we also heard lots of kids talking about “Ardi” and her displacement of the famed “Lucy”.  

The White Hill Newsletter, brought to you by our Editor, Maureen Moulton, is now online.  Please go to http://www.rossvalleyschools.org/vnews/display.v/ART/4835cc1fc6aab for every detail regarding Wildcat Country.  Thanks, Maureen!

Notes from the District Office

Please read the attached information from our district superintendent and the board of trustees.  There is a lot happening in our district and it’s important that you be informed.  Thank you.

What’s happening at White Hill?

WH Club Kickoff Review - We had a hugely successful Club Program Kickoff at lunch on September 24th.  Over 250 students paraded through the Wildcat Room to check out and sign up for the clubs being offered this fall.  Club Coordinator, Sandy Wells, reports that once again there is variety in the offerings. New offerings this year include:  Twilight Club, Garden Club, Gods-Graves-And Mythology Club, Guitar Club, and Teens-Go-Green Club.  Returning for another year: Mathletes, Knitting Club, Strategic Games, Mt. Bike Club, Secret Sunshine Club, Volleyball Club, Art Club, WHAM, and African Drumming Club. Thanks go out to the teachers and parents who advise these clubs.  We couldn't do it without them.  The Club Program provides for student interaction across the grade levels and a connection between students and adults on campus.  Many thanks to the Yes Foundation for their support of this programming on our campus and big thanks to Sandy Wells for coordinating the program.

Parade – This Weekend! – Please meet us at the corner of Mariposa and San Anselmo Avenues this Sunday at 10:30 AM for the town parade.  We need your help!  Wear your school colors!

Walk and Bike to School Day – October 7th – Please join us for walk and bike to school day on October 7th.  Teachers, Mr. Finnane, and Mr. Richardson, along with lots of parents and friends will celebrate this day by walking and biking to school.  Bagels and cream cheese will be given out by the Fairfax Library meeting location for all who walk or roll by there.  Can you help escort kids via bike?  If so, contact Lou Goodwin at louiegoodwin@comcast.net 

CycloCross Returns to White Hill – Plan to join us on October 17th for the 4th Annual Lion of Fairfax CycloCross Race – right here on the grounds of White Hill Middle School!  Go to www.bigswingincycles.com and click on the Register Now link to get signed up!  This race is open to adults and kids and is a ton of fun.  Please plan to come out to race or watch the race – it’s one of White Hill’s main fundraisers this year!

Save the Date! – White Hill’s first school dance this year will be on October 30th.  This will be an evening dance for all 6-7-8 grade students.  Yes, we are including all White Hill kids this year.  Appropriate Halloween costumes will be part of the fun.  Stay tuned for more information from the parent club.

WH Volleyball and Cross Country Teams Dominate! – Congrats to our volleyball and cross country teams for an excellent start to the season and many thanks to all the teachers and parents who have offered to help coach the teams.  WH is making a name for itself when our kids hit the courts and running trails throughout Marin – Go Wildcats!

8th Grade Parent Representative Needed for School Site Council – Please check your calendars and see if you possibly serve as an 8th grade parent representative on our school site council.  We need one more parent representative in order to have a complete roster of staff, administrators, and parents.  The site council will meet this year from 3:30 – 5:00 in the White Hill Library on Oct. 6, Oct. 20, Jan. 12,  Mar. 9, and May 25th.  Please contact Sonya Stanley at stanleyfamily1@comcast.net if you can join us.

Math Enrichment Kicks Off – (38) 6th graders showed up for our first math enrichment class during Connections today!  Many thanks to Julia Marrero for providing this opportunity for engaging, high level problem solving activities. 

Parent Club Fills the Library – The first parent club meeting this year filled our library with nearly 50 parents showing up to hear about our plans for the year.  A review the budget, upcoming events, and upcoming fundraisers, as well as a terrific presentation from Lifeskills teacher Yvonne Nolan highlighted the night.  For more information on our parent club or to give input, please contact our parent club    co-chairs, Jen Venne (rvenne@comcast.net) and Kendall Galli (kjgalli@yahoo.com). 

White Hill Work Day Follow Up – Thanks to the 25+ parents and family members who came to White Hill this past Tuesday to help clean up the campus.  The results are amazing and we couldn’t do it without you.  Stay tuned for the next work day – we’ll try to knock off the rest of the items on the list in the next couple of weeks.

Have a terrific weekend.  Cal fans – the Wisconsin Bandwagon is saving seats for you – get on board now!  Badgers 34 – Gophers 33.  This win will make us 5 – 0!

Go Wildcats!
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