Dear White Hill Community,

Welcome to the first full week edition of this year’s Wildcat Wrap.  Sent each Friday, the Wrap will touch on the hot topics of the week/month at White Hill and hopefully provide you with the information you need to stay on top of what’s happening at White Hill.  This weekly email is our main vehicle of communication at White Hill and replaces any school newsletters that you may have received at your child’s elementary school.  We hope you find it useful – please don’t hesitate to send us feedback if there is something you think we can do to improve the Wrap.

News to Note

Thank You! – Thanks to all families who were able to contribute to the Parent Club’s staff appreciation event today at White Hill.  The produce was beautiful and the staff is incredibly grateful for the love and support that went into planning and preparing the Farmer’s Market.  Check out the attached photo and thanks much to our parent club executive committee members for setting up the Market.

White Bus Information - As you may know, Golden Gate Transit has initiated two important changes that effect student transportation this year. We believe that these changes will make the system run more efficiently and safely in the long run.  The first few days of school required us to iron out some wrinkles, but we are now getting things straight.

The first change is that White Hill was asked to assign each student to a particular bus for the entire year, in order to better track who is or isn’t on a particular bus on a given day.  White Hill has complied with that request and assigned students to busses according to their homeroom.  This is not a perfect situation as some students have a necessity to ride a different bus on occasion so that they can travel with another child.  We are able to accommodate changes in bus assignments if communication from a parent or guardian reaches the office in the early part of the day.  Simply send a note or call early in the day and we will allow the change to happen.  If a permanent change is needed, we can accommodate that as well.  We will provide students with a “Bus Change” slip which will allow them to board the new bus.  If sufficient notice is not given, your child runs the risk of not being allowed to board any bus other than the one to which they are assigned. 

The second significant change is that the Sleepy Hollow buses are now the final three busses to leave White Hill.  They are scheduled to depart White Hill around 3:30. This is 5-10 minutes later than 7th and 8th grade Sleepy Hollow busses left White Hill in years past and means Sleepy Hollow kids will arrive in the Hollow later than in previous years.

6th Grade Family Welcome BBQ and Bingo Night - Save the Date – September 17th! – Calendar this can’t-miss event today and stay tuned for an Evite with all the details regarding our 2nd Annual 6th Grade Family Welcome BBQ and Bingo extravaganza right here at White Hill.  We’ll start around dinner time on the lawn and then move to the gym for some high stakes bingo!

Wildcat Activities Program Update – YES Theater / Sports / Clubs – Check out the information below regarding the variety of ways your son/daughter can get involved at White Hill.
Lunch Time Clubs:  Will begin at the end of September so stay tuned for more information in mid-September!  
African Drumming:  Sign ups are complete and classes will be on Thursdays at 3:20, starting Sep. 2nd.  Meet in Room 97. 

Cross Country:  White Hill offers Cross Country as a fall sport for 6th, 7th and 8th grade boys and girls.  The White Hill team runs together two days per week after school and participates in four Marin County Middle School Cross Country meets.  The Wildcats rule on the trails of Marin – check out the attached flyer for more information!  Sign ups are Wednesday, Sep. 1st at lunchtime in the Wildcat Room.  Cross Country meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays after school, starting Sep. 7th.   Contact Robyn Berry with questions:  robynaberry@gmail.com 
Girls Volleyball:  Sign ups are Wednesday, Sep. 1st at lunchtime in the Wildcat Room.  You will be given a registration/information form to take home and review with your parents.  We will not know game/practice days until mid-September, so we will ask about your general availability on this form and that will help us determine the number of teams we will need.  Be sure to stop by Wednesday, though, in order to pick up a form to sign up for the team!  Questions?  Email Susan at AsvcA@aol.com   Still need:  Coaches to help out at the 7/8th grade levels - please email Susan!

Flag Football:  More info. on this program will be available in a few weeks, but stop by the Wildcat Room on Wednesday, Sep. 1st to let us know if you are interested.  Still need:  Coaches!  Email Susan at AsvcA@aol.com.  

7/8th Grade Fall Theater: A non-musical, "Treasure Island", directed by Jasper Thelin, Drake High School Drama Teacher.  Meets Tues/Fri., starts Sep. 14th, go to www.yestheater.org  for info. and to register for Cast / Crew.  Flyer attached above.

6th Grade Fall Theater:  A non-musical, "Chateau La Roach", directed by Ryan O'Donnell, who has directed many YES Theater productions over the last 5 years.  Meets twice/week on Tues/Thurs, starting Sep. 20th.  Go to www.yestheater.org to register for Cast / Crew.  Flyer attached above.

Crossing Guard Information – Please see the attached document re: crossing guards at Glen Drive/SFD Blvd. and throughout San Anselmo and Fairfax.

Yes Hit-A-Thon - Don't miss the 3rd Annual Play Ball for YES Hit-a-Thon on Friday, September 3rd at Memorial Park! (see flyer attached).  All ages, male & female welcome to hit!  Show us what you’ve got!  Bring your favorite bat, or we’ll have a few to choose from.  Take as few or as many pitches you want from the pitching machine on Field #1 or “coach pitch” available for 10 & Unders on Field #2 (Less back-up this year!!). Prizes awarded for all age, & male/female categories.  Then come back on Saturday (9/4) to cheer on teams vying for the Championship (including a team of RVSD Teachers & Staff as well as the Wildcats, representing our very own White Hill Middle School).  Hit-a-Thon winners will be announced before the Championship Game on Saturday, 9/4/10…you do not need to be present to win.

Wade Thomas PE Teacher Job Posting – See the attached flyer for information on how to apply for the PE specialist position at Wade Thomas Elementary School.

Thanks for your attention to this information and thanks for supporting us as we head into what we anticipate will be a terrific year of learning at White Hill.  The students have done a great job this first week and things have gone exceptionally well.  We feel lucky to work with such a committed professional staff and generous community of families.

Go Wildcats!

David Finnane                                                                                                            Jason Richardson

Principal                                                                                                                    Assistant Principal

White Hill Middle School                                                                                             White Hill Middle School

dfinnane@rossvalleyschools.org                                                                                jrichardson@rossvalleyschools.org
