Dear Wildcat Families,
 
Welcome to Week #1 of the Wildcat Wrap!  This email newsletter will be sent to you each Friday for the entire school year.  Designed to be clear, direct, and efficient, you’ll be seeing short blurbs on important topic as they come up each week.  Please set aside some time each Friday or over the weekend to catch up on the happenings at White Hill and don’t hesitate to contact me or your child’s teachers with any questions or comments.  I apologize in advance for the pedestrian humor that will likely be a part of these emails.  However, I do spend all day with 600 middle school students so I believe I could make a strong case in my defense.  Here we go –
 
Important Information
Back To School Nights – Mark Your Calendars Now! –  White Hill Back To School Nights are rapidly approaching!  Both Back To School Nights run from 6:30 – 8:00 pm and start and end promptly.  
6th Grade – Sept. 14th
7th/8th Grade – Sept. 15th 
 
See you there!
 
 
Bus Protocol – Please take a moment this weekend to talk with your son/daughter about appropriate behavior on the buses to and from White Hill.  The kids are doing ok but it’s a wild world out there and every little bit of encouragement and support is much appreciated.  Kids should stay seated, use appropriate language, and only push the buttons to get off the bus when they are truly prepared to disembark.  In the cases where we have heard of the drivers being a bit overzealous in their management of the kids – we have already contacted Golden Gate Transit and are working with the staff to improve things immediately.  Thanks for helping us on this front.
 
 
Timeliness – 0 Period starts at 8:00 am.  1st Period starts at 8:48 am.  We have given the kids some extra time this week so they could get acclimated to school routines but those bonus minutes will disappear come Monday.  Please help your child make it to school on time.  And, remind them to move it between periods so they are in class on time during the school day.  We try to avoid unnecessary discipline at all costs but when tardies start to add up our kids will be spending quality time in Detention.  5 tardies per quarter = Detention and all tardies per quarter after 5 = another Detention.  They can add up quickly and, although Ms. Kern is a ton of fun, I’m not thinking that spending lunch with her in Detention is going to be so great.  Thanks for your help.
 
 
Bus Timing – Buses depart at the following times from White Hill (give or take a couple of minutes) – 6th SFD – 3:15 pm; 7th/8th SFD – 3:22 pm;  6th/7th/8th Sleepy Hollow – 3:27 pm.  For Sleepy Hollow, 8th departs first, 7th second, 6th third.
 
 
7th and/or 8th Grade “Privileges” – As you might imagine, we’ve had an opportunity to talk with some of our 7th and 8th graders this week regarding the change in schedule at White Hill.  What’s with the change?  The main purpose of the change (6th graders now get out at 3:10 and 7/8th graders get out at 3:15) was to provide our 7/8th grade teachers with 5 minutes more per day to work with our older students.  In addition, we wanted each 7/8th grade period to be the same length and the old bell schedule had our last period of the day consistently running 5 minutes shorter than the rest of the periods.  5 minutes may not seems like a lot when you look at it on a daily basis but when you add it up over the year we are talking about 15 total hours of extra time for our 7th period classes.  Frankly, the response of the kids has been pretty minimal and has ranged from “I don’t care either way” to a well crafted and thoughtful petition signed by some 200 students who requested we return to last year’s bell schedule.  I met with the petitioner representatives this week, thanked them for their respectful input, explained my reasoning for the change, and assured them that we would make sure they felt valued and respected at school despite this schedule change.  One interesting side note but, to me, the most important part of this whole discussion:  The kids who really care about this issue have framed their argument around the fact that getting out early is their “privilege”.  I have tried to gently suggest that privileges seem to be something one earns vs. just getting something because they are now in 7th/8th grade.  The “privilege” system is something I am hoping to adjust here at White Hill and we have plans to recognize the positive leadership of our older students this year.  Stay tuned for more details in the next two weeks.  Oh, the joy of learning, compromising, and accepting change.  We had to bite the bullet at some point and make this change in our schedule and the end is near – acceptance is upon us!
 
 
When Does The Field Open? – White Hill’s field will open at lunch starting next week.  We’ll start by opening the field to our 8th graders (they have earned it by being such good sports this week and presenting their arguments in a respectful manner) and then the following week we’ll open it up to all our students.  We are ramping up slowly so we can ensure our kids use the space in a safe and thoughtful manner.  It’s a beautiful spot of our kids to play and hang out and we can’t wait to see them out there.
 
 
Teacher Changes – As most of you know, White Hill had an unusual amount of turnover this past summer.  Why?  The reasons for teachers leaving varied but the primary reason was either change of address (a few teachers moved away) or an opportunity to earn more money in a neighboring district.   I won’t take you through the details of public school funding in this Wrap but the short story is this – RVSD is one of three districts in Marin that are funded differently than the rest of the districts countywide.   RVSD, San Rafael, and Novato are Revenue Limit Districts.  The rest (Ross, Tiburon, Mill Valley, Kentfield, etc.) are Basic Aid Districts.  Basic Aid Districts are better funded and have more money to spend per student on staff salaries, supplies, technology, and other programming.  In the end, this difference in funding makes it hard for us to compete if there are openings in other schools and teachers are looking to make more money elsewhere.  For more information, you might want to Google “CA School Funding” and read all about it.
 
 
New Staff! – Despite the changes that have taken place at White Hill, we couldn’t be happier with the new teachers and classified staff that have joined our school community.  We hired 9 new teachers this summer and every one of them is experienced and hit the ground running when the kids arrived at school.   The stars were aligned on many of our hires and we found several folks who were looking for a change, were just moving here from another part of the state or country, or were looking to add some additional part time work to their existing part time schedule at another school.   We welcome all our new staff and are thrilled that they are a part of our school and community.
 
 
White Hill Fall Cross Country is Back! Cross Country sign ups are Tuesday, August 30th at lunch in the Wildcat Room. The Wildcats will be roaming the trails for adventure, training and fun starting on Tuesday, September 6th. Practices and meets are Tuesdays and Thursdays from September 6 through October 25th. 6th, 7th and 8th graders are welcome. No experience necessary. We look forward to seeing new and returning runners as we get ready to hit the trails. Please see attached flyer with more details or contact coach Robyn Berry at robynaberry@gmail.com. New students can come by on Tuesday, August 30th at lunch to find out more about White Hill Cross Country. Coaches: Robyn Berry, Rich Miller, Renee Johnson, Jen Venne, Diane Nielsen, Dave Schmitz, Alex Sebastian. Run, Wildcats, Run!  See attached permission slip – return asap!  
 
 
Theater News – Calling all Actors and Kid Tech Crew members!  Sign-ups have started for your Fall shows!
 
White Hill 6th Grade Players will be presenting "A Christmas Carol".
 
White Hill 7/8th Grade Players will be presenting "A Midsummer Night's Dream".
 
Both start in mid-September and perform in December.  Go to www.YESTheater.org for more info or to register, or stop by the school office.
 
 
Yes Softball Hit-A-Thon! - Come one and all!  The 4th Annual Play Ball for YES Hit-a-Thon will take place on Friday, September 2nd, 2:00pm till we're done!  NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY…THIS IS JUST FOR FUN!!!  Bring your favorite bat, or we’ll have a few to choose from.  Take as few or as many pitches you want from the pitching machine on Field #1 or “coach pitch” available for 8 & Unders on Field #2.  Prizes awarded for winners in following categories:  Men/Women (over 18); Girls/Boys (13-17); Girls/Boys (12 & under)Hit-a-Thon is the official kick-off for the 2011 Play Ball for YES Softball Tournament.  Come back on Saturday (9/3) to cheer on teams vying for the Championship (including a team of RVSD Teachers & Staff)!  Hit-a-Thon winners will be announced before Championship Game on Saturday, 9/3/10…you do not need to be present to win.  See attached doc for more information.
 
 
School Lunch News - Welcome back to school and to school lunches! Back by popular demand is our school lunch vendor Choicelunch, who continue to whip up tasty, healthy dishes for our kids. The program will be running pretty much the same as last year – all meals are ordered online at http://www.choicelunch.com/ using registration code Ross. 
 
They have added some fun and innovative meals to the menu:
1. Dynamite Bagel Dog - like Pig in a Blanket on a bigger scale
1. Sunbutter and Strawberry Jam Sammie - an allergy-free PB&J
1. Fiesta Burrito with Pico de Gallo salsa on the side
1. Cheesy Crunch Salad - meatless but packed with protein and veggies
 
Meals can be ordered the day before by 9am and cancelled the day of by 9am for credit (great on sick days!).Feel free to order as many or as few meals as you’d like – it’s a treat for everyone to get a hot lunch at the end of a long week! 
 
Questions? Contact Susan Reed 451-4074 or food@rossvalleyschools.org.
 
 
That will do it for this week.  We hope your son/daughter is settling in well and is enjoying his/her time at White Hill.  The academics will start to ramp up next week.  Thank you for your support of our school and please don’t hesitate to ask for any assistance you may need.  Have a great weekend and get ready for Wisconsin Badger Football next Thursday night.  WI – 45  UNLV – 10.
 
Go Wildcats!
 
 
David Finnane
Principal
White Hill Middle School
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

