Dear White Hill Families,
 
Week #19 is just about in the books and what a great week it was!  The kids are completely back into the routine of school, our Wildcat basketball teams got off and running on the court, and our bands, under the direction of Mr. Jacks, knocked our socks off Wednesday night at their concert.  Please see below for more of the latest from White Hill and our district office.
 
Important Information
Weekly Wildcat – Kayla Thurgate – Congrats to Kayla – a well deserved honor for one of White Hill’s nicest and hardest working students.  Please read more about Kayla at http://sananselmofairfax.patch.com/articles/white-hill-wildcat-of-the-week-kayla-thurgate#photo-8884009  Great job, Kayla!
  
  
White Hill Geography Bee Results – Congratulations to all students who participated in the second round of the Geography Bee.  Sharing 4th place were Ethan McCarthy, Harvey Hunerberg, and Jacob Salvo.  Third place went to Bennett Hopkins, second place went to Julia Ross, and our champion this year was Francesco Cico.  Francesco will be taking a qualifying test to compete in the state championships.  Go Francesco!

 
 
White Hill School Site Council Meeting – January 17th – Please consider joining us for WH’s school site council meeting on January 17th.  
We meet in the library from 3:30 – 5:00 pm.
 
  
 
We need your help at Lunch! - With the new year, we still have a somewhat empty schedule for help serving lunch in the Wildcat Room.  It’s a great opportunity to get on campus and see the students on their turf!  Please consider signing up for even a day a month – please add your name to the calendar and come check out Wildcat Country!
 
https://sites.google.com/site/whwildcats/
username: wwwvolunteer@me.com
password: wwwvolunteer2010
 
Thanks so much and see you on campus! 
 
 


 
 
Wildcat Sports News – 
Support your Wildcat Basketball Teams as we host Kent Middle School next week.  Hope to see you there!
·         Tuesday, January 17th, 6th grade boys 3:45; 6th grade girls 4:45
·         Wednesday, January 18th, 7th grade boys 3:45, 7th grade girls 4:45
·         Thursday, January 19, 8th grade boys 3:45, 8th grade girls 4:45
 
 
 
 
White Hill Club Sign Up Day Next Friday! - All students will have the opportunity to sign up for lunchtime/after school clubs on Friday, January 20th at lunchtime in the gym.  Please take the time to look at all the offerings for your child and encourage him/her to pick a few and sign up.  The summary is attached…please note our three new clubs  - Speech, Digital Art and Yoga!
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Parent Education Events - See the document attached for an UPDATED summary of parent education events in RVSD and around Marin in January.  (New events have been added to the list.)  Of particular note this month are:
         The Pressured Child: Helping Your Child Find Success in School and Life -- A presentation by Dr. Michael Thompson, author of the bestseller Raising Cain: Protecting the Emotional Life of Boys (January 18th at Marin Country Day School)
          
         Understanding Gifted Learners -- A presentation by Dan Peters, Ph.D. (January 18th at Ross School) 
          
         Building Resilience in Children and Teens: Preparing Our Children for Live (January 19th at Del Mar Middle School)
          
         Digital Bootcamp -- A presentation by Common Sense Media on digital literacy and online responsibility (January 25th at Bacich School)
          
         Parent Education Cafe -- A book club meeting related to 21st century skills and education reform (January 31st at Manor School)
 



 
 
 
Board Briefs – RVSD Board Meeting - January 10, 2012 - Special Workshop and Regular Board Meeting - 
Single Plans for Student Achievement
At this annual workshop, each site Principal reviewed highlights of his/her Site Council-generated SPSA. These
documents are a critical part of translating district goals into actionable plans that help all our students grow and
learn to their greatest capacity. These documents can be found on our district website (search under Board
Meeting/Workshop date 1/10/12) for review at your leisure. We offer a big Thank You to all site councils and their
fearless leaders for accomplishing this intensive, thoughtful process.
 
Community Relations
President Carlucci introduced a new meeting staple, “community relations highlights,” as a way to consistently
keep YOU informed and up to date on current RVSD events. We are grateful for the recent media coverage
highlighting some outstanding district students – the IJ’s recent article on our 5th grade national writing
competition winner, and the Patch’s weekly focus on “Wildcat of the Week” standout students. Anticipated
highlights include periodic student visits to board meetings to share campus-specific activities and events, and
summary “did you know” pieces to share student, teacher, and staff successes. We will also use this time to
address rumors and offer clarification on topics of general interest and concern. Stay engaged!
 
Finance
The board voted to proceed with a parcel tax survey in preparation for putting a resolution on the June 2012
ballot. This survey will help us assess the level of support within our community for supplementing and extending
our current parcel tax – now $306 per parcel, with senior exemptions - due to expire in June 2014. This
contributes approximately 13% of our total district revenues. A subcommittee comprised of Trustees Capron and
Bauer, and Superintendent Rohan, will work with consultants to construct the survey and determine next steps.
The board’s deadline for passing a resolution to put a parcel tax on the ballot is early March.
We also heard an update on how Governor Brown’s preliminary budget (issued last week) could impact our
students and staff. We will not know the final “answers” to our 2012-2013 academic year funding until November,
2012. To prepare next year’s budget, we will be facilitating discussions over the next two months. Stay tuned.
Stay engaged.
 
Best case scenario: the budget is adopted as presented, and the proposed tax extension passes in
November. Result: flat funding for our district (e.g., same revenue as this year, no additional cuts beyond
those currently planned).
 
Worst case scenario: the budget proposal is modified, taxes fail, and our district loses approximately $800
per student, or a total of $1.7M in an $18M annual budget cut. Disastrous.
 
Facilities
The board, through majority votes, approved the pre-design schematic plans for the two remaining elementary
campuses, Manor and Brookside Upper. Congratulations and a sincere thank you to so many of you who
invested your time and energy in achieving this successful outcome. Forward!
1 Manor: Option E, placing two newly constructed classrooms in the front of the school, was approved. Along
with two classrooms, this option will reconfigure the school parking lot/drop off area. The third classroom, a
modular building (approved by the Board on September 13, 2011), is on track to be open for use after the
President’s week school break. Benefits include proximity to other classrooms and bathrooms, flexibility in
use, and preserving both blacktop and grass areas for recreation and play.
2 Brookside Upper: Option A.1, with a minor modification, was approved. This entails reconfiguring an existing
building (classrooms and library) next to the administration building into three kindergarten classrooms of
approximately 1200 sq. ft each, with a dedicated kindergarten bathroom; building a new library; and placing a
modular classroom where one of the current portable buildings currently sits. The other portable will be
exchanged for a newer, district-owned unit to maintain classroom capacity. This option was significantly less
expensive than a similar option, which offered three smaller kinder classrooms and a larger bathroom
adequate to serve students k-5, and was thus approved. Apparently potties are very expensive.
 
A White Hill Travel and Safety Group will meet Wednesday (January 11th), to address White Hill travel issues.
This working group draws participants from the Glen Drive community, town councils and staff, county officials,
school district staff, and Safe Routes to School leadership. Also for White Hill, we are very close to submitting
campus designs for DSA approval, and are working hard to stay on our aggressive timeline.
 
A meeting for the record books; ending at 12:15 a.m. the next morning.
 
 
 
Teens Go Green News – Go Green Day - Get on the Bike Train! – 
Next Thursday, Jan. 19th, Safe Routes to Schools is hosting a Go Green Day.  All walkers and bikers will be treated to hot chocolate and a snack when arriving at school.  Safe Routes to Schools staff will lead a bike train from the following locations:
8:10 am Drake HS (Parking Lot on Saunders)  ------  8:20 am Java Hut  ------  8:25 am Fairfax Library 
Reduce your carbon emissions and encourage your students to bike or walk.... join in the fun!  Questions: email gwenfroh@yahoo.com orlou@marinbike.org.
 
 
 
Community News – Please see the attached information regarding what’s happening in our community.
 
  
 
 
 
Art Room Needs! – The Art rooms need your old, clean towels! Please send old towels to Ms. Fry, room 207 and Ms. Emma, room 110. Thanks! 

 
 
 
School Lunch News – Tell us what you think! Please participate in our lunch survey to help us improve the lunch program to meet your needs. We’re extending our deadline to collect more of your ideas, so go to https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RVSDlunch2011 today - it will just take a minute! 
 
All meals are ordered online at http://www.choicelunch.com/ or on your iPhone app using registration code Ross. Meals can be ordered the day before and cancelled the day of for credit (great on sick days!). Feel free to order as many or as few meals as you’d like – it’s a treat for everyone!
 
Questions? Contact Susan Reed 451-4074 or food@rossvalleyschools.org.
 
 
That’s what we have for this week.   Have a great three day weekend and we will see you again on Tuesday bright and early!
 
Go Wildcats!
 
 
David 
 
 
 
David Finnane
Principal
White Hill Middle School
101 Glen Drive
Fairfax, CA  94930
415.454.8390 Phone
415.454.3980 Fax
 
 
 
 
 

